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In modern India, with the introduction of English edu-
cation, the higher education in India was started with the
inception of three universities at Calcutta, Bombay and
Madras in 1857. But the growth and development of edu-
cation was very slow during pre-independence period. Uni-
versity libraries too were not founded along with the esta-
blishment of universities, because most of the universities
which were started earlier, served as mere examining
bodies. The teaching work was done by colleges. Univer-
sities restricted their activity merely to holding examina-
tions and awarding degrees. As such, the need for main-
taining libraries was not made possible and there was
hardly any provision in the university budget to acquire
books and storage furniture. For instance, the Calcutta
University library which is considered as the oldest and the
best was not founded along with the university on 24th
January, 1857, but was started sometime in 1870 only.

In some cases, donations from individuals contributed
much in the construction of good library buildings. For In-
stance, the Bombay University Library was the result of a
philanthropist, Premchand Roychand, the Merchant Prince
of Bombay, who donated a sum of Rs. 2,00,000 in 1864
for the erection of a library building and it was opened in
1879. Similarly, the Maharaja of Darbhanga made a gene-
rous grant of Rs. 2,50,000 for the construction of Calcutta
University Library building in 1912. The Andhra University
Library was started in 1926, with a nucleus of 5,400
volumes donated by Rao Bahadur Dr. Lakshminarayana, an
Andhra industrial magnate and philanthropist of Nagpur.

The University Act of 1904 made a provision to
start study and research in universities. The Calcutta Uni-
versity Commission, 1917, and the Montford Act of 1920
created provision to start research in the departments of
universities. As a result, the university libraries began to
develop their collection to support academic programmes.

The university libraries in pre-independence period
were considered as store-houses of books and the librarian
was cbnsidered as store-keeper of the library without any